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NINE COMMA RULES TO LIVE BY
1.  Place a comma before for, and, nor, but, or, yet, and so when they connect two independent clauses (clauses that stand alone as sentences).  

Examples:
I felt happy, yet I was still apprehensive about the new job. (two sentences) 
We went to the movies, but the movie was sold out.               (two sentences)
She bought the new car but not the one she really wanted.   (one sentence)

2.  Place a comma between items in a series.  

Examples:
He ate two hotdogs, a cheeseburger, a side order of fries, and a milkshake.  

The teacher assigned a reading, handed back the papers, and left the room.  

Note:  The parts of addresses and dates should be treated as a series with one addition:  A comma should follow the last item in the series too.  

Example:  

I was born on October 26, 1964, in Queens, New York, and lived there until I was eleven-years-old.   

3.  Place commas after introductory words or clauses and groups of words that do not flow smoothly into the sentence.  

Examples: 
Of course, she did not mean to run over the lawn.  

When entering the restaurant, please remove your hat.  

Yes, I’ll marry you!  

4.  Put commas around the name of a person spoken to.

Examples:  
Good luck, John, on your trip to Belgium.  
John, it is a beautiful country.  
Can you bring me back some chocolate, John? 

5.  Put commas around an expression that interrupts the flow of a sentence. 

Examples:  
I finished, however, in last place.  
This example, from my point of view, is an excellent one. 

The lesson, it seems, should only take an hour.  

7.  Put commas around nonessential (unnecessary or extra) material.

Examples:  
The President, later followed by his advisors, entered the boardroom.  

The Two Towers, the sequel to The Fellowship of the Ring, was the top moneymaker of the holiday season.  

8.  Use a comma between coordinate adjectives not joined by and.  
Examples:
Ms Winkler is a kind, intelligent, patient kindergarten teacher.  

The big, hungry bear ate all the salmon.  

      Note:  The word and could fit naturally between the adjectives.
9.  Do not use commas between cumulative adjectives that modify nouns so that the meaning builds.  

Examples:  
The child carried a bright red umbrella for the entire day.  

The last time I saw him he had thick bifocal glasses and a beard.  
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