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COMMA SPLICES AND RUN-ON SENTENCES
I.  The Comma Splice:  
A. Comma splices can occur when two independent clauses are separated only with a comma.  
Example:  The family had fun, they played flag football and barbequed.  
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Notice:  There are two independent clauses in this example.  
B.  Comma splices can occur when transition words are used (such as therefore, then, however, in fact, and consequently).  

Example:  We wanted to swim at the pool, however, it started to thunderstorm.  
Notice:  There are two independent clauses in this example.  

II. The Run-on:  

Run-on sentences occur when no punctuation is used to separate independent clauses.  

Example:  The teacher taught summer school she wanted to save extra money for a trip to Europe.  
Notice:  There are two independent clauses in this example.  

III. Four Ways to Correct the Comma Splice and the Run-on:  
1.   Use a comma and coordinating conjunction (and, but, or, nor, for, yet, 

      and so) to form one smooth sentence:  
Example:  It rained all day we had an incredibly good time at the zoo.       X
                 It rained all day, yet we had an incredibly good time at the zoo. +

2.  Separate the independent sentences with a semi-colon.  

Example:  We spent the morning at the zoo, then we had a late lunch.        X 
                 We spent the morning at the zoo; then we had a late lunch.        +
3.  Separate the independent sentences by using a period and a capital letter.
Example:  I like having a day off I always sleep in later.                              X

                 I like having a day off.  I always sleep in later.                            +

4.   Restructure the two sentences as one, using a dependent word to introduce the less important idea.  

Example:  I like having a day off I always sleep later.                                  X

                 When I have a day off, I always sleep later.                                 +
