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SUBJECT, VERB & PRONOUN AGREEMENT
I.  SUBJECT/PRONOUN/VERB AGREEMENT

If the subject of a sentence is singular, the verb should be singular. 

Example:  The father was worried about his son’s reckless driving.  

Here, the singular subject is father and the singular verb is was.
If the pronoun in a sentence is singular, the verb should be singular.  
Example:  He is worried about his son’s reckless driving.  
If the subject of a sentence is plural, the verb should be plural.
Example:  Mike and Julie are wonderful people.  

Here, the plural subject is Mike and Julie and the plural verb is are. 
If the pronoun in a sentence is plural, the verb should be plural.
Example:  They are wonderful people.  
II. SOME TRICKY SINGULAR NOUNS THAT TAKE A SINGULAR    

     VERB.  
one




nobody


neither

anyone



anybody


either

someone



somebody


each

everyone



everybody





Examples: Everyone in the family is happy about the wedding.

                  Nobody is at the door.                    

                  Each of them is free.  
III. COLLECTIVE NOUNS
group




band



lot

number



choir



public

committee



dozen



audience

jury




family


herd

team




public


media

If you are referring to a group, as a whole, then the noun takes a singular verb and pronoun.  

Examples:  The (entire) band is going on the field trip.
                  Whenever he looks up, he notices that the audience is cheering.  

If you are referring to individuals in the group, the noun takes a plural verb and pronoun.  
Examples:  The media are often criticized.  

                   The (members of) the orchestra are practicing their parts.     
IV. SPECIAL SENTENCE CONSTRUCTIONS
Constructions that come between a subject, verb and its antecedent do not change the agreement of the sentence parts.  

Example:  The boy, as well as the girl, likes to dance.  

Here, the subject and verb are separated by a prepositional phrase (as well as the girl) that does not influence the agreement of the two sentence parts.  

When subjects are joined by either…or, neither…nor, or not only…but also, the verb and the pronoun agree with the subject closer to them.  
Example:  Neither the boy nor his sisters were late for dinner.  

                 Either the books or the dress is a great gift for your aunt.  

When the subject is preceded by each or every, both the verb and the pronoun should be singular.  
Example:  Each of the children is having ice cream for dessert.  

                 Every adult is having cake.                     

Words stating an amount are singular and take a singular verb:  
Example:  Five o’clock is a great time to meet with you.  

       Thirty pounds is a lot of weight to lose.  
Subjects that are plural in form but singular in meaning usually take singular verbs:  

Example:  Cultural Studies is my favorite class.  

                 The news is grim.  

Words such as thanks, pants, sunglasses take a plural verb:  

Example:   My sunglasses were lost by the end of the week.  

                  Many thanks are necessary for their help. 
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