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THE STUDENT SUCCESS CENTER
College
TRANSITIONS
I.  Transitions are bridges between what has been read and what is about to be read.  They help readers move from sentence to sentence, and from paragraph to paragraph.  

A. Sentence-Level Transitions:  Words and phrases that alert the reader to connections between (or within) sentences.  

B. Paragraph-Level Transitions:  Words and phrases that link the topic sentences
II.  COMMOM TRANSITIONS

A. To Show ADDITION


in addition, furthermore, 
          moreover, also. likewise, again,





          equally important, besides, further,
                                                             next, first, too, second

Example:  He used his entire bonus to purchase the most expensive speaker system.  In addition, he insisted on buying a state of the art movie projector.  
B. To Give EXAMPLES                   for example, for instance, thus, 

         in fact, in other words, in particular
Example:  My son is obsessed with Star Wars.   For example, he has watched The Return of the Jedi five times.  
C. To COMPARE
         also, similarly, likewise, at the same 






         time, in like manner, in the same 






         way, so too

Example:  My daughter’s favorite food is rice and beans.  Similarly, my husband could eat rice and beans everyday with no complaints.  
D. To CONTRAST


but, however, on the other hand, in 

          contrast, nevertheless, otherwise, 

          yet, although, even though, still, on 

          the contrary, conversely
Example:  My daughter loves spicy foods.  In contrast, my son is highly sensitive to taste and prefers bland foods.  
E.  To SUMMARIZE/CONCLUDE       in summary, in conclusion, to
sum up, consequently, in short, on the whole, thus, that is, therefore, thus, finally, as a result, 
Example:  I forgot to set my alarm clock, the hot water heater broke, and my car ran out of gas.  Consequently, I missed my flight to Hawaii.  

F.  To SHOW TIME


next, later, finally, meanwhile, 






previously, at length, immediately, 






then, while, in the meantime, 






subsequently, soon, yesterday, 







today, tomorrow, first, second
Example:  I was caught in traffic for three hours.  Meanwhile, the plumber arrived and left my apartment twice.  

G. TO INDICATE a LOGICAL
if, so, therefore, consequently, thus, 
RELATIONSHIP



accordingly, as a result, since, for      

          this reason, hence

Example:  We left the windows opened during the thunderstorm.  As a result, the fabric seats in the car were soaked.  
H. TO EMPHASIZE


indeed, in fact, again, truly, to

                                                              repeat, in spite of this, while it may

be true
Example:  Of all my professors, I’ve learned the most from Dr. Newlyn.  In fact, she won an award for teaching excellence during the year I was in her class.  
I. TO SIGNAL A SUGGESTION
for this purpose, to this end, with 







this objective in mind

Example:  Our goal was to earn enough money for the new playground equipment.  To this end, we decided to sell magazine subscriptions as part of out fund raising.  
